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CONSTITUTION 


OF 


Y E R MONT 


HEREAS ail government ought to be taftiens ` 
ted and.fupported for the fecurity and prote&ti- | 


„+ „on of the community as. fuck, and .ta enable » - 


the individuals who compofe itto.enjoy their natural 
rights, and the.other bleffings which. the ‘author of ex- 
iftence has beftowed upon’ mán ; and whenever thofe 
great ends of government ar€ not obtained, the people 
have a right hy common confent tochange it, and take 
fuch meafures as. to them may appear necefiary to pros ` 
mote their fafety and háppinefs. 

Ann whereas the inhabitants of this. State. have, (n 
confideration of protection ' only) heretofore: acknow- 
ledged allegiance to the King of Great-Britain, and the 
faid King has not only. withdrawn that protection, bug - 
commenced and ftill continues to carry. on, with -unás- - 
bated vengeance, a moft cruel and unjuft war againit | 
them ; employing th therein.not only the troops: of Great 


Brithi, : 
QN pă ` 


` 
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Britain, but foreign .mercenaries, favagés and faves, 
for the avowed purpoit of. reducing them to a total 
and abject fubmiffion to the defpotic domination of the 
Britifh parliament, with many other acts of tyranny, 
(more fully fet forthin the declaration’ of Congrefsy 
whereby all allegiance and fedlty ta the faid King and 
his fucceffors, are diffolved and at an end; and all — 
power and authority derived from hint ceafed in the 
American colonies, ` | 
An whereas the territory which now compreheüds 
the State of Vermont, did antecedently of right belong 
to the government of New Hamffbire ; and the former 
Governor thereof, viz. his Excellency Benning Weni.% 
qworth, Efq; granted many charters of lands and corpo- 
rations within this State to the p¥efent, inhabitants and 
others, And whereas the late Edeutenant. Governor 
Colden of New-York, with others, did, ih violation of the 
tenth command, covet thofe very lands ; and by a falta. 
reprefentation made to the court of Great-Britaia, (in 
‘the year 1764, that for the convenience of trade and 
adminiftration of juftice, the inhabitants were defirous, 
of being annexed to that government,) obtained jurif- 
dictica, of thofe very identical lands ex-parte, which ever 
was and is difagreeable to the inhabitants, And 
whereas the legiflature of New-York, ever have and ftilk 
continue to difown the good people of this State, in 
their landed: property, which wil appear in the com. 
."plaihts hereafter inferted, and in the 36th fection of. 
their prefent conftitution, in ‘which is eftabirfhed the 
. grants of land made by that government, 
= "Trey have refufed t9 make re-grants ofour lands to, 
the original proprietors-and,occupants, unlefs at the.ex- 
orbitant rateof 2300 dollars fees for each towníhip:s 
 anddid enhance the quit-rent three fold, and demanded | 
an immediate.delivery ofthe title derived; before from. ;; 
Pew- Hampbire, i MINCE AL 
- "Eus judges of their fupreme court have. made sala au 
NES) CERE 
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lemn declaration, „that. the charters, conveyatices, &c.., 
of the lands included in the before. defcribed prémifés, : 
were utterly nul] and void, on which faid'tifle was 
founded. ` In confequence of which declaration: writs: 
of poffeffion have been by them iffued; gad the herif - 
of.the county of Albany fentat the head-of fix or feven 
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hundred men, ta inforce the execution thereof, ~ 
_ Frey have paffed an act, annexiiig a penalty thereto, 
of thirty pounds fine and fix months imprifoameat om . - 
any perfon who fhould refufe affifting thé, theriff, after ` 
being requefted for the purpofe of executing writs of 
poffeffion.. ae NC M 
' Jue Governors „Dare, Tryom and Colden, have. 
made re-grants of feveral tracts of land included in the 
premifes, ta. certain favorite land johbers in the go- 
vernment of New-York, in dite& violation of his . Bri- 
tannic majefty's expreís. prohibition, in the year 1767, 4 
Taer haveiffüed proclamations, wherein they have 
offered large fuma of money for the purpofe -of appre- ' 
hending thofe very perfons who have dared boldly,-and 
publicly.to appear in defence of theirjuft rights; - , 
Trey did pals twelve acts of outlawry on the oth. 
day of March, A. D. 1774, impowering the refpective — 
judges of their fupreme court to award execution òf- ; 
death againft thofe inhabitants in faid diftrict that they : 
fhould judge to be offenders, without trial. ^ +." 
Tuey have and {till continue an unjuf£ claim te thofe 
lands, which greatly retards emigration into, arid the . 
fettlement of-this States 7 7 7777 00507 a. 
Tury have hired foreign troops, emigrants from — 
Scotland, at two different times, and armed, theirt to « 
drive ys out of poeton | 5. . 5... 7 
Tuey have :fent ‘che favages:.ob our froltiers to... - 
és uk SB tol gs LL t 
+ "Tver have proceeded tozerect the counties'of Cute ` 
_vberland and Glocefter, and eftablifh courts of julfice — - 
“there, after they were dilcountenanced by the authority. 
e Great Britain Rg 
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„Pag free Convention, of the. State of, New-York, at 
Halim, în the year 1776, wnabimoufy voted, % That 
© all quic-tents. formerly due to the King: of Great: 
** Britain, are now due and: owing to this: Convention, 
. € or fuch future government ás Mall be hereafter efta- 

* blithed in this State 5000 050 (o 

În the feveral ftagés of the afürefaid oppreffions we. 


3 


have petitioned his Britannic majefty in the molt: hum: 
ble mariner. for redrefs, and have at very great expence, 
received feveral reports in our favor; and‘in other in- 
ftances wherein we have petitioned the late legifiative 
: authority of New-York, dot petitions have been treated 
with neglect. TE M 
Ano’ whereas, the local Ration of this State from 
New-York, at the éxtream part is upward of four hun- 
dred and fifty miles' from the feat of that government, 
renders it extream difficult td continue under the jurii 
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dition of faid State. 
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Taiznezoze it is abfolutely neceffary, forthe welfare 
and fafety of the inhabitants of this State, thatit fhould 
be henceforth a free and independent, State, and that a 
juft, permanent and proper forfn of government, fhould 
exiit in it, derived from, and founded oti the authority 
of the people only, agreeable-to the direGtion of the ho- 
nourable American Congrefs. | 

- We the reprefentatives of the freemeh of Vermont, in 
General Convention met, for the exprefs -purpote of 
forming fuch a government; cónfelfihg the goodnefs 
of the Great Governor, of the univerfe (who alone 
knows to. what degree of earthly happinefs manki 
may attain by perfecting the arts of government) in 
permitting the people of this State by common con- 
fent, and without violence, deliberately to fóum for 
themlelves, fuch juft rules as they thall think beft.for 
goverbing their furore fociety, and being fully convinc- 
. ed that itis oürindifpenfible duty, to eftablifh- fuch 
"original principles of government, as will beft-promote 
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A DECLARATION of the RIGHTS of the în; 


HARFANTS Of thé Srarr of VERMONT. — 
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1. FA HAT all men are bof equally” free arid id zt 

A pendent, and have certain natural, interéne - 
‘and unalieriable rights, amorngít which are tlie ‘enjoying 
and defefding life and liberty... acquiring, posfelfin 

and protecting property, and” purfuirg and. obtaining 
dappinéfsad fafety. “Therefore, no male perfon Born - 
in this countiy, er brought from over fea, oügtit tö pe- ` 
‘holden by law to.ferve any perfori as a fervat, lavé ör 
“apprentice, after hetărrives to the age of twenty-one 
years, nor female in likeinanner, afterfhe arrives to the - 
ase of eighteen years, unlefs they” are bound by their; 
own confent aiter they. arrive to füch ape, or bound by ^: . 
law, fâr the payment of debts, damages, fies, cits, 0t = 
‘the like,. n 0.9. AUR C 
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2, Tirat private poogesty ese to be fübletujens . 
te pulli ufés whem necstiny seyaites it, nevertheleis, 
whienever: any partiariar masa property is taken for 
theufé cfthe public, the ener esgkt to receive an 

wizalenk ÎN nene, : 
Be Tirar all mem Rawea riuni ard unalienable 
ciur tn worhtin Aumcrsctr Gor amodioz to the die- 
Catesaf tiei aym con UeCuRe and usimamie, re 
guikted! ly die wordiad Gan, anil that mo man’ orzi 
anafitigtnenm be empedi cp amend any religiors 
warfliip;, arersGE, crfupncrtazcy place cf wostkip, or 
mantaman minier contrary to the dinars of biy 
centGiénees: nur camany mam who profefes the prone 
tentselígióm; be jufti capil orateidznd of asy civil 
right, as: a citizen, em actele CE his religous fen". 
ment; arpeculizr mode rigina portia, and that 
ns authority; cum.crenplitbümwef sd im, or a arenei 
by, any power wieriiever: chan (fall im any cue mtem 
fere-with, ar im. any manner contro! che sighrsot ons- 
fcience,. intiefrescxencized religious wonfizps teva 
theleGevary fect apdenamtimtibi of per pile arzi q» cit 
ferre:ch= Sohn. arthe Lort dwz, amiken wo and 
fiipport-füraef&rtaf religions workin, viii tp thet 
fab! ‘em moffiacreentietn cie reveniri Gill ed Gom. 

4.. Lizac the peopleofiting Sta lame che folie, ect- 
clicfiyecand inherent: cahned gorrigan rez adie 
thminternal nodiczeaf tlie flame. 

sa. Din ail: power Being: originally inerent Um, and) 
epricauently dènye fom, tre people, clertfcrm al 
oiiters of anvermment;. whetier lierfirbee ot erei, 
ars: Choir-trnftess and te: vant; amis all tires AEO 
abiecto chem. 

_& Trav goverment tin, ate cutie dole, miotas 
for thsscomanton benefic; prominny,, and feeuvits crie 
people; nation.crcommunity ; mË aot fu cde cure 
cniarvmibuniet oradvznpae at! any Engle mam, fae. 
aniiy or itoi menm, wu anra onan of tHazcemimue 
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yaaliehable and indefeatible right to reform, alter, ot 


abolith government în fach manner as fhall be by that © 


community judged moft condufive to the public weal, 


5. Tuar thofe who are employed în the legiflativs | 


and executive buline; of the State may be retrained 
from oppreifion, the people have a right, at fuch peris 
ods as they may think proper, to reduce their publié 
officers to a private Hanon, and fu 
by certaiă and tegular elections; - +. 

8, Trav all elections ought to be free 4. and that al 
freemén having a iufficient evident commion interet 
with, and eg to the-comniunity, have a right 
to e e& officers; or be eleéted into office, "JN 

9. Tuar every member of fociety hath a right to be 
proteéted in the enjoyment of life, : liberty and property; 
‘and therefore is boutid to contribute his proportion to~ 
wards the expence of that protection, and yield his pets 
fonal fervice, when neceffary, or an equivolent there. 
to į but no part of a man's property can be juitly.taken 
from him, or applied to public ufes, without his owl 
eonfent, or that of his legal reprefentatives ; nor ean 
any man who is conicientiouily ferupülous of" bearing} 
armis, bè juftly compelled thereto, if. he will pay fuc 
equivolent; nor are the people bound by any Jaw, but 


fuch as they have în like manner afferted to, for theit - 


common good; 


ro. Taar in oll profecations for criminal offénces, 2 


fan hath a right to be heard by himfelf and his coun- 
fel---to demand the caufe ard nature of his accufation 
:--to Be confronted with the witheffes---to call for evi- 
dence in his favour, and a fpeedy public trial, by. an 
impartial jury of che country; without. the unanimous 
confent of whith jury be cannot be found guilty ; nof 
can he be compelled: to give evidence againit .-himfelf 3 
bor, Cán any man be juftly deprived of bis liberty, ex- 
kept by the laws of the land or the judgment of liis peers, 
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pply the vacancies . 
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1r, Tuam the people havea rightto hold themfelves, 

. their houfes, papers and poffefions free from fearch or 
feizure; and therefore warrants without oaths or afirma- 
tions firít made, affording a fufficient feundation for 
them, and whereby any officer or meflenger may be 
commanded or required to fearch fufpetedplaces, or to 
fiezeany perfon orperfons, his heror their property, not 
particularly defcribed, are contrary to that right, and 
ought not to be granted. | pi S 

. 12. Tat no warrant or.writ to attach the perfon 
or eftate, of any freeholdér within this -State, fhall be 
iffued in civil a€tion without the perfon or perfons, . 
who may requeft fuch warrant or attachment, firft - 
make oath, or affirm before the authority, who may be ` 
requefted. to ifue the fame, that he, or they, are in 
danger of loofing his, her, or their debts. 

13. Fuar in controverfie$ refpecting property, and 
in fuits between man and man, the parties have a right 
‘to a trial by jury, which ought to be held facred. 

14. Tmar the people have a right to freedom of 
fpeech, and of writing, and publifhing their fentiments; 
therefore the freedom of the prefs ought not to be 
reftrained. . ~ OI. ZEE 

15. THaT the people have a right to bear arms - 
for the defence of themfelves and the State; and as 
ftanding armies, in the time of peace, are dangerous to 
liberty, they ought not to be kept up; And that the 
military fhould be kept under ftri& fubordination to,. 
and governed by, the civil power. Mone. cor Ja 

16. Tuar frequent recurrence to fundamental prin- 
ciples, and a firm adherence to juftice, ‘moderation, 
temperance, induftry and'frugality, are abfolutély ne- 
ceffary.to preferve the bleffings*of liberty, and keep 
government free : The people ought therefore to pay - 
particular attention to thefe points in the choice of offi- 
cers and reprefentatives, : and have a right to exact a due 
and conftant regard to theni, from their legiflators and 

2 , - siági&rates 
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oigillrates i in the makin hing atid executing” fuch-laws a$ | . 
Fare neceffary for the, g g y government of t the States" Tay 

| 17. Tuar all have -a natural.and inherent 
right to emigrate.’ f óm one State to another that will | 

receive them:; ef to form a new State in vacant couns 

tries, or in fuch countries:as they’ can purchafe, whens" 

lever they” ink that théreby they | can promote their’ - 


X877 a the people! have a right, to affemble toge--. yox 
ther, to cenfult for theif common geod---to - inftru& © 
heir repreféntatives, and:to apply to the legiflature. for 
par e of grievances, by addrefs, petition or rétnon- : 
ne 

"THAT no perfon fhall be liableto be tranfported | 
git ofthis State for trial, for Br offence. committed, ` 
within this State. - | 
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HE. COMMON. ‘WEALTH or STATE of 
T VERMONT, fhall be governed: hereafter by a 
Govgrnor, Deputy- Governor, Council, and an Affeni- . 
bly of the Reprefentatives.of che Freemen of the fame," 
ig manner and form following. 

SECTION I. E 

Tur fupreme legiflative power fhall be veited in a 
Houfe of Reprefentatives of the Freemen. or Commony 
wealth or State of Mermont. — = A ae 
S E C, TL O.N TE pron 

. Tue fupreme executive power fiall be vefted im. 
Governor and Council. S SECTKUN 


lod -— 


SECT O° 
Courts of juftice fhall be etabli 


ty in phis State, S Pon 

SECTIO BV: . . 
Tue freemen of this Commonwealth, &ad their fons, 
{hall be trained and armed for its defence, under fuch 
regulations, reftri€tions and exceptions as the General 
Affembly ball by [aw direct, preferving always to the 
people the right of choofing ihe colonels: of mithitia, 
aad all commiffioned officers under that rank, in fusk 
stianner ard as often as by the faid laws fhal] be directed, 

i S EC T TION VL. 

Every man of the full age of twenty-one years, hav. . 
ing refided in this State for the fpace of one whole 
ear next before the élection of ‘reprefentatives, and is’ 
ef a quiet «nd peaceable behaviour, and wil} take the 
foilowing oath (or affirmation) fhall be entitled to all 
the privileges of a freeman of this State, 

— folemnty fivear by, the ever-liviug God, 
(or efirm) im prefence of Alinighiy God, that whenever § 
am called to give my "votg or (uffroge, toucking any matter 
af concerns the State of Vermont, Fwillda it fo as in my 
conftleuce F foall judge will mof? couduce, to the beft good of the 
feme, as tfablifbed ty the coiftitusien, without fear or favor. 
_ OF any nian, E 
S EC T ION VIL l 

Tur Houfeof Reprefentatives of the Freemen of thig 
State fhall copfift of perfons moft noted for wifdom 
and virtue, to be chofen by the freemen of every town 
in this State refpectivelv. And ao foreigner fhal be 
Chofen, unlefs he has refided in the town for which he 
f» be elected, one year immediately before the [aid 
giton. 7 É ! e 

SECTION VIE 

. Tae members of the Houfe of Reprefentatives, halt 
be chelen apneally by ballot, by the freemen of this 
Siate on the frf tuciday of September forever, (except 


thus. 


$ 


_ ef the fucceeding October, and. fhall be ftiled the Ge- . 
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` neral Affémbly of the Reprefentatives of the Freemer 


Á 


of Vermont ; and fhalt have power to choofe their Spea- 
ker, Secretary of the State,: theirClerk, and other ne- 
.ceffary officers of the houfe---fit on their. own ádjourn- 


ments---prepare bills. and ena& them into laws-.-judge 


of the élections and qualifications of their own members 
:---they may expel a member, but not a fecond time for 


the fame caufe---They may. adminifter oaths (or affir- 
mations) on examination of witneffes---redrefs grievan- 
fes. --impeach State criminals---grant charters of incor- 


poration---conftitute tomis; boroughs, cities and coun-- 


ties, and {hall haye all other powers neceffary for the 


‘Jegiflature of a free State: But they fhall have no 
power to add to, alr,- abolifh or infringe any “part of. - 


this conftitution; And for this prefent year the mem- 


~ bers-of the General Affembly' fhall be chofen.on the. 


fickt Tuefday of March next, and fhall meet at the 


mefting-haufe'in Wiadfor, on the fecond Thurfday of. | 
‘March aext, , — ^ 
R "S 


ECTION.IE. 
A quorum of the houfe of reprefentatives .fhall con- 


fif of two thirds of the whole number of members - 


elected ; and having met and chofen their fpeaker, fhall 
each of them before they proceed to bufinefs, take and 
fubícribe as well-the-oath of fidelity asd allegiance heres 
in after directed, as the following oath or affirmation, 
viz. ES 


do folemsily fwear by tbe ver. living 


vhs prefent yeat) anid (hall meet on theticond thurfday-- 


"2 


God, (or I do folemnly affirm in the prefence of ‘Almighty ` 


God) that as a member of this affembly, I will not propofé 
or affent to any bill, vote, or refatniicn, which fhalt appear 


ja me injurious to the people 5 nor do or confent to any atl or 


thing whatever that fhall bave a tendency to leffen or abridge 
their rights and privileges, as declared in the Confitution of 


this Grates, Out will in gll things condull voy [ilf as a faithful - 


zs 
t d zx 


H 


i [. n ] 
 Bboueft EAR S and guardian of the-peopley according 4e c 
the beft of my judgtient and abilities. — ^ i 
AND each member, before: he takes his feat, Mali 
- niake and fubicribe the following declaration, viz. . 

I do. believe in one God, the Creator and Governor of the 
aniverfe, the rewarder of the good and punifber of tbe wicked. - 
find I do acknowledge the feriptures of the old and new tefa- _— 
ment to be given by divine infpiration, and own and profe/s’ . 
the proteftant religion. ` ; 

Aw» no further or other religious teft. fhall ever 
hereafter be required of any civil officer or magiftrate 
in this State. 

' S EC TIaN: X. 
DELEGATES to reprefent this State in Congrefs fhall 
be chofen by ballot by the future General Affembly at 
‘their firft meeting, and annually forever afterward, as. 
long as fuch reprefentation fhall be neceffary. Any, 
Delegate may be fuperceeded at any time, by the Ge- | 
neral Affembly appointing“ another in his. ftead No ` 
man fhall fit in Congrefs longer than two years fuccef. 
fively, nor be capable of re-election for three. years af- 
terwards ; and no perfon who holds any office in the 
gift of the congrefs, fhall thereafter be elected to repre- l 

fent this State in Congrefs. 

S ECT ION XL 

Ir any townor towns fhall neglect or refufe to elect 
. and fend reprefentatives to the General Affembly, two- 
thirds of the members of the towns, that do elect and : 
fend reprefentatives, (provided they -be a majority of 
the inhabited towns of the whole State) when mer, fhall 
have all the powers of the General Affembly, as fully 

and amply as if the whole were prefent, 
EC TION XIL 

“Tue doors of the houfe in which the reprefentatives 
of the freemen of this State (hall fit in, General Affem-. 
bly, fhall beand remain open for the admiffion of all . 
perfons who behave decently, except oaly when the | 


nou of this State may oe doors, to be fhut. 
Si =a UN 


re ol ag 3] a. 
o SECTION XIL 0 
"Tue votes and proceedings. of ihe General Affembly ©“ 
fhallbe printed weekly during theirfitting, with the — 
yeas. and hays on any queítion, vote .or refolutiori, 
“where one third of the members require it, (except when... + 
_ the.votes are taken by: ballot) and when ‘the -yeas and. 
nays are fo:taken; every member {hall have' a riglit to 
infert'the reafons of liis -votes upon. the minutes, if he 


defire it. le i i pra E ai ; 
. ^» SEC TION XIVe. 
"To the end that laws: before they are: enacted, may 
be more'maturely -confidered,: and the inconveniency 
of hafty determination'as much “as pofüble- prevented, 
all bills of public nature; fhall be firft- laid before the 
Governor and Council: for their perufal .and /propofals. 
of amendment, and fhall be printed for the confiderati- 
on of the people before they are read in General Affen ` 
_ bly for the taft time of debate and amendment, (except 
temporary ‘acts) which after.being laid before the Go- <` 
vernor and Council, may (in cafe of fudden neceffity) 
be paffed into laws, and no other fhall be ~ pafied into 
laws, until the next .feffion, of.affembly. And for the 
more perfect fatisfaction of the public, the reafons and- _ 
, motives for making fuch laws, {kall be fully and clear~ 
ly expreffed and fet forth in'their preambles, ——— — 
l S EC T ION XXV e x7 
Tux ftile of the laws of this State fhall be, ** Beit . 

** enacted and it is hereby .enatted by the Reprefenta- — . 
* rives of the Freemen of the State of Vermont, in Ges ` 

“ neral Affemblymet, andby the Authority of the fame.” 
_ _ In order that the freemen of this State might enjoy 
. the benefit of ele&ion, as equally as may be, each. town 
... within this State, that confifts, or may coniiit of eighty 
taxable inhabitants within one feptenary or feven years 
next after the eftablifhing this conftitution, may hold ' . 
elections therein, and chéofe each two. repretentatives, ` 
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BEES END 
and each other inhabited town in this State may in lies — 
. manner, choofe each one reprefentative, to reprefent 
- them in General Affembly, during the faid fepteitary of 
feven years, and after that, each inhabited town may. 
in like manner bold fuch election, and chufe each one 
seprefentativé forever thereafter. AM 
S E CTION XVI . | 
Tue fupreme executive council of this State, thal 
«onfift of a Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, and twelve 
perfons, chofen in the following manner, viz. The free- .. 
men of each town, fhallon the day of .election for 
choofing reprefentatives to attend the General Affem- 
bly; bring în their votes for Governor, with his name 
fairly written, to the conftable, who fhall fea] them up 
and write on them, votes for the Governor, and delive£t 
them tq the reprefentative chofen to attend the General . 
Affembly, and at the opening of the General Affembly 
therefhallbe a committee appointed out of the Council, 
and Affembly, who after being duly {worn to tlie faith- 
ful difcharge oftheir truft, fhall proceed tó receive; fort 
and count £he votes for the Governor, and declare the 
perfon who has the major part of the votes to be Go- 
wernor for the yearenfuing. “And if there be no choice 
Hade, then the Council and General Affembly, by 
their joint ballot fhall make choice of a Governor. — 
Tue Lieutenant -.Governor and Treafurer, fhall be 
thofen în the manner above directed ; and each free- 
gan fhall give in twelve votes for twelve counfellors ift 
the fame manner, and the twelve higheft in norninatión 
fhall ferve for the enfuing year as Counfellors. — 
^. Taz Council that fhall act in she recefs of this Cori- 
*entiott, fhall fupply the place of a Council for the next - 
General Afembiy, until the new Counci} be declared 
«hofen. . The Council hall meet annually at -the fame 
time and place with the General Affembly, and every 
anemberof the Council fhail be a Juftice of the Peace 
for the whole State by^virtue of his office. 
| “ys SECTION 
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îi Fii Governor and in his abfence: the: ffencenant or 
Deputy-Governor, with the Council, feven of whom 
fhall be.a quorum, fhall Hive power.to appoint and 
cormiffionate all. officers (except, thofe who are dp 
pointed by the General Affembly) agreeable to, this 
frame of government, and the laws that may be madé 
hereaftér, and fhiall fupply every vacancy, in any office, 
octafioned by death, refignation, removal or dif: > 
qualification, until the office caf be filled in th® time — 
ånd manner direéted-by law-or this cónftitution. They > 
åre to correfpond with other States, and tranfa& bufi- 
neis with officers of goverhshent; civil, aiid, military ; 
ånd to prepare fuch büfinefs as mdy appear fo them 
heceflary to lay before the General A fieribly.. They 
fhall fit as judges to hear and, determine, on impeach- 
ments, taking to thar affiftance: for advice ohly the 
juftices óf fupreme court; and fhall have power to grant’ 
pardons; and rémit fines, in All cafes whatfoever, ex- 
cept cafes of impeachment, and in Cafes of. tréaíon , and 
murder.--fhall have power to grant reprieves, but not 
‘to pardori until the end of the next feffions of affentbly 3- 
but chere fhall bé;no reriiflion or mitigation of punifh- 
Ment on impéachinents, except By act of legiffation; 
‘They are 4ifo to take care. that the laws be faithfully ^ * 
éxecuted---They die to expedite the execution. of fuch 
meafures ds may be réfolved upon by General Affem- 
bly ; and chey niay draw upon the Treafürer for fock 
fums as may be appropriated by thé houfe; they may, 
ali lay embargoes, or proliübit the exportation of any 
Commodity for any time not exceeding thirty dâvs, in 
the recefs of the lioufe only ;.--they may grant fuch lis, 
Cences as (hall be di-ected by law, and fhall have power | 
o call together the General Affembly whén neceffary," 
before the day to which they ihall. ftând' adjourned, 
"The Governor fhall be commander in chief of the for- . 
5s of the State, büt fball.not command in perfon, ex 
S : - E i F C 
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eept advifed thereto by the council, and then only as ` 
long as they fhali approve thereof. The Governor and 

Council fhall have a Secretary, and keep fair hooks of 
their proceedings, wherein any Counfellof*may enter 

his diffent, with his reafons to fupport it. 

SE CT ION XIX. | 

ALL commiffions fhall be in the name of the freemen 
of the State of Vermont, fealed with the ftate feal, Agn- 
ed by she Governof, and in his abfence the Lieutenant 
Governor, and attefted by the Secretary ; which feal 
fhall be kept by the Council. | 

SE CT ION XX 

Every ofücer of State, whether judicial or execu- 
tive fhall be liable to be impeached by the General Af 
fembly, either when in office, or after his refignation, 
or removal for mal-adminiftration : All impeachments 
. dhall be before the Governor or Lieutenant Governor 
and Council, who fhall heàr and determine the fame. 

SE CT I ON XXI. 

Tue fupreme court and the feveral courts of common 
pleas of this State fhall, befides the powers ufually ex- 
ercifed by fuch courts, have the powers of a court of 
chancery, fo far as relates to perpetuating teftimony--- 
obtaining evidence from places not within this State, 
and the care of perfons and eftates of thofe who are non 
compotes mentis and fuch other:powers as may be found 
neceífary by future General Affemblies, not inconfiftent 
with this conftitution. 

C T ION. XXI. , 

TRIALs fhall be by jury ; and it ‘is recommended to 
thelegiflature of this State to provide by law agaifift 
every corruption or partiality in the choice, ànd return, 
or appointment of juries. 

SE CT ION XXII 

Aut courts fhall be open, and juitice fhall be impar- 
tially adminiftered without corruption or unneceffary 

delay ; all their officers fh all be paid an adequate but 
mS D l "E ^ moderate: 
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moderate. compenfation for. their fervices ; and if diy 
officer fhall:take greater or other fees than the.laws al~- 
-dow him, either direétly " indire&ly, it (hall ever after’. 
difqualify. him from holding any office:in this State. 
|^— 'SECTION  XXY: - 
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Ar profecutions hall commence în the name and 
by theautho'ity of the freemen of the State of Vermont, 
and all indi€tments fhail conclude ith thele words + - 
* againft the peace and dignity of the fame.” The 
{tile of all procefs hereafter in this State fhall be, The 
State of Vermont; ~ ` LI EN l 
. . SECTION XXV. | 

Tue perfon of a debtor, where there is not a ftrorig 
prefumption of fraud, fhall mot be continued in pri- . 
fon, after delivering up, bona fide, all his eftate real 
and perfonal, for the ufe of his creditors, in fuch man- 
ner as {hall be hereaftertregulated by law All pri-. 
foners fhall be bailable by fufficient lecurities, un- 
Jefs for capital offences, when the proof is evident or 
prefumption great. 
CT ION XXXVI... 

Excessive bail fhall not be exaéted for bailable off. 
fences: And all fines fhall be moderate. 22 

S EC T IO N XXVII, e 

THaT the General Affembly when legally formed, 
fhall appoint times and places for county élections, - 
and at times and places, the freemen in each county 
 refpectively [hall have the 1 berty of choofing the judges. ° 
of inferior court common plaes, fheriff, juftices of the: 
peace, and judges of probates commiflioned by the 
Governor in council during good behaviour, remova- 
ble by the General Affembly upon proof of mal-ad- 
miniftration. : i 

C T ION"  XXVIUT. 

Tuar no perfon, fhall be capable of holding any 
„civil office, în this fate, except he.has acquired, and; 
maintains a goad moral character, ici 

SECTION ` 
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. $8 BEC TION XXIX 
_, fai elections, whether by the people or iti fenera] 
Affembly, fhall be by ballot, free and voluntary , arid 
any elector who fhall receive any gift'or reward for his. 
Vote, in: meat, drink; ‘monies’ or "otherwifé, îhall for- 
feit his righ to elect at that time, and füffer fuck other 
penalty as future’ [aws fhall direct: ^ And any perfo 
who fhall directly orindite&ly, give, promife or Bettow 
any fuch rewards to be elegted, fhall thereby be render: 
ed'incapablé co ferye for the enfuing year. .. ^U 7^ 7 
tee S R CE I O N XXX. 
„Aur fines, licence money, fees and forfeitures, fhal] 
be paid according: to the direftion hereafter to be madé 
by the General'Áffembly. s Svor i enu 
C ASCE CTS] Ó N _ XXXI, 

„Aur deeds'and cohveyances of land fhall be reċord- 
edin'the town clerks office in their tefpe&ive towns. | 
tu 7S'É'C T T O'N SSI. 

. Tug printing preffes fhal] be free to every perfon wha 
u-dertakes to examine the proceedings of the‘legifla- 
ture, or npe: of government. ^" c^ ^^ ^7 fe t 
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SE CET ON XXXI 

.. As every free man, to preferve his'independence (if. 
without a fufficient eftate) ought to have fome profef- 
fion, -calling, trade or farm, ‘whereby he nity honeftly 
tublit, thete can beho rigceffity fór, nor ufe in efta: 
. bbihing offices of profit, ‘the ufual effe&s of which ase 
dependence and fervility, unbecoming freemen, in the 
poff:ffors: or expectants ; faction, contention, ‘corrup- 
tion and difórder among the people, ' But if : àny'man 
is calle into public fervice, to the prejudice of his pri- 
' vate affairs, he has a ri-ht to a reafonable compentati- 
on ; and wheb.ver an office, throügh increafe of fees; 
oi otherwife;/ becomes fo profitable as to occafion ma- 
ny to apply for it, the prefità ought to béleffened by 
fhelegiflatute, c 8 oto 00r UT 
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$ Ec TI ON XXXW č - 
_- Me future legiflature of this State, fhail regulate 
intails in fuch máùner as to prevent perpetiities, ~ 
To deter more effectually from the commiffien ef 
crimes, by continued ,vifible punifiinient of long duras 
tion, and to make fanguinary’ punithments lef aeeef- 
fary ; houfes ought to be provided fof punifiing By hard - 
^ Jabour, thefe who, hall be conviéted of chimes AGE eas ~. 


pital wherein the criminal fhall be employed fer thee ` 


-benéfit of the public, or fot reparation of injuries done 
to private perfons ; dnd all perfons at proper times fhal 
be ddmitted td-fee the prifgners at their labaur, 
“OO SCE C TION XXXVI. 

Every officer, whether judicial, executive dr milis 
tary; in authority under this State, Mall take the-fol: 
lowing oáth or affirmation of allegíance, and general 
oath of affice before he enter on the execution OF hiş 


ofice, ' AIR We 
Pu The Oath or Afiirniation of Allewianeéé, s 
E — do folemuly fwear by 188 corke 


Cod, (or ajfirm in prefence of Almighty God,) that 1 wil ce 
true and faithful io the State of Vermont , and that fill 
not direth’y or indiretily do any alt or thing prejudicial OF în: 
furious to tbe conftitution or government ibereco às ej 
by Convention? — ee S 

oe "The Oath or Affirmation of Office. PE 

tă ee —— do yolemnly fwear by od d 
God, (or affirm in prefence of. Almighty God) that È wi. 
faithfully execute the oficé of _ forthe’ Of  “ 
and will do egial right agd- jüflice to all men ta We bf ef 


ee 


my Judgement ahd abilities, according fo law” 
A ECC T ION  XxXVi - 

No public tax, cuftom or contributioi hall Be ia 
pofed upon, or paid by thé people of. this Sraté, &xeept - 
by a law for that purpofe; and before atiy law be madè 
ior failing it; the purgofe fer Which any taX-i$ io BE 
Ge oett MD a Ue fs É ji Boos A failed 
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raifed ought to appear clear to the legiflature to be of 
more fervice to the cemmunity than the money would 
be, if not collected, which being well obierved, taxes : 
can never be burthens. i l 
7 SEC T ION XXXVI, 
Every foreigner of good character; who comes: to 
fettie in this State, having firft taken an oath or affir- 
mation of allegiance to the fame, may purchafe, or by 
other juft means zcquire, hold and transfer land or 
other real eftate; and after one years refidence, fhàll 
be deemed a free denifon thereof, and intitled to all the 
rights of a natural bern fubje&t of this State, except that 
he fhall not be capable of being elected a reprefentative 
until after two years refidence. | 
SECTION XXXX 
Tuar the inhabitants of this State, fhall have liber- 
ty to hunt and towl, in feafonable times on the lands 
they hold, and on other Jands (not enclofed) and in like 
. manner to fifh in all boatable and other waters not pri- 
. vate property, under proper regulations to be hereafter 
made and provided by the General Affembly. 
. SECTION XL 
- A scuooL or fchools fhall be eftablifhed in each town 
by the legiflature, for the convenient inftruction of 
youth, with {uch falaries to the.mafters, paid by each 
town, making proper ufe of fchool lands in each town, 
thereby to enable them to inftru& youth at low prices: 
One grammar fchool in each county, and one univerfity 
in this Statezought to be eftablifhed by direction of the 
General Affembly. D - 
SECTION. XL. 
Laws for the encouragament of virtue and preventi- 
on of vice, and immorality {nall be made and conftant- 
ly kept in force, and prov.fion hall be made for their 
due execution ; and all religious focieties or bodies of 
men that have or nny be hereafter united or incorpor- | 
ated for the advancement of religion and learning; or 
= fo 
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for other pious and charitable purpoiés, hall be encous 
raged and protected in the enjoyment of the’privileges, 
immunities and eftates which they in juíftice ought to 


enjoy under fuch regulations, asthe General Affembly — . 


of this Stare fhall dire, © — * 
"S ECT ION XLI., 

A field andtftaff officers, and commiilioned officers 

of the army, and all general officers of the militia, ` 
fhall be chofen by the General Affembly, |, . H 
S-E CT IO N O XIII. 

Tut declaration of rights is hereby declared to be a 
part.of the Conftitution of this State, and ought never 
to be violated on any pretence whatfocver. 

S E. CT ION" XUV. ^" 

In order chat the.freedom of this Common: wealth 
may be preferved inviolate forever, there fhall be chofen 
by ballot by the freemen of this.State on the laft Wed- 
nefday- in March, in the year one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and eighty-five, on the laft Wednefday in March, 
in every , feven years thereafter, thirteen perfons who 
{hall be.chofen in the tame manner the council is chofen, 
except they fhall not be out of the Council or General 
Affeníbly, to be called the Council, of Cenfors ; who 
fhal] meet together on the firft Weduefday of June next 
ebfuing their election, the majority of whom fhall bea 
quorum in every cafe, except as to calling a Conventi- 

‘on, in which two thirds of the whole ‘number elected . 
fhall agree ;' and whofe duty it fhall be to enquire whe- 
ther the conftitution has been preferved inviolate in 
every part; and whether the legiflative and executive 
branches of government have performed their duty as 
guardians of the people; or aflumed to themfelves or 
exerciled other or greater powers thn they are entitled 
to by the conftitution, ‘They are alfo to enquire whe- 
ther the public taxes have been juftly laid and collect- 
ed in all parts of this Common-wealth.--in what man- 
ner the public monies have been difpofed of, and whe- . 
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.. thes the lawi Have been duly executed, Fot thil prz . 
.;' pefes they falt have power to fend for péríohs, papers 

and records z they fhall have authotity to país publie 

eenfures -to order impedchinents; arid te récommend 

ta tlie legiflature the repealing füch Jaws.as appear to; 
‘them to. have been enacted contrary to the prihciples of - 
the eonftitution : Thefé powers they fhall continu to ` 
have fer and duting rhe fpace of one-year from thé ` 

ay of their election, and no longer. The faid Council 

. efCenfors Ihall alfo have powe to call a Gbnvention; 
.  fameet within two years after their fittings "if there ap-_ 
> pears to them an abfolute neccflity of amending any ar- 
... tiele of this conttitution which may be defedtive--.éx- 
plaining fuch as may be thought not clearly expreffed; . 
and of acding fuch as are neceffary for the prefervation 
ef the rights and happinefs of the people : But the ar-~ 
«ticles te he amended, and the amendments propofed and 
fură articles as are propofed to be added or abolifhed; . 
. fhall be promulgated at léaft fix months before the day 

appointed for she election of fuch convention, for- the 
T previous €onfideration of the people, that they may - 
. Ravean aa of inftructing their délegátes óf" | 
Ake tub, c Ws 


* 


" ns of 
. k : è 
; Os EAE vs E 
1 e E 
hs f. x ^ 
np a 7 
"i n wt 
iy 


vine » ` 
-- ` 
ki i T 


